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Questions 1-13 relate to  Text 1. Read it and choose the alternative to complete each task in the best way.

Text 1

The Power of the Bilingual Brain

   All over Utah, elementary-school stu​dents are joking and studying and sing​ing and reading and fluently speaking in languages not their own: French, Spanish, Mandarin Chinese and, soon, Portuguese. They are part of one of the most ambitious total-immersion language-education pro​grams ever attempted in the U.S. It kicked off in the 2009 school year with 1,400 stu​dents in 25 schools and by this fall will in​clude 20,000 kids in 100 schools—or 20% of all the elementary schools in the state, with nearly 95% of school districts partici​pating up through grade 12. Competition for spots in the program is keen: families apply online before kids enter kindergarten or first grade—depending on the school district—and the ones who will participate are picked by lottery. Those who are chosen take half their subjects each day in the new language and the other half in English.

   The idea behind the program has less to do with the usual talk about a globaliz​ing world and America’s need to become a polyglot nation if it’s going to compete effectively with China and other rising economies—though that’s part of it— and more to do with the nimble minds of the boys and girls doing the learn​ing. Research is increasingly showing that the brains of people who know two or more languages are different from those who know just one—and those differences are all for the better. Multi​lingual people, studies show, are better at reasoning, at multitasking, at grasping and reconciling conflicting ideas. They work faster and expend less energy do​ing so, and as they age, they retain their cognitive faculties longer, delaying the onset of dementia and even full-blown Alzheimer’s disease.

  A bilingual brain is not necessarily a smarter brain, but it is proving to be a more flexible, more resourceful one. In a polyglot world, that’s a lesson that a largely monoglot country like the U.S. ignores at its peril. “Monolingualism,” says Gregg Roberts, a language-immersion specialist with the Utah state office of education, “is the illiteracy of the 21st century.”

     When it comes to language, there’s no such thing as starting too early—and it turns out the brain can be bilingual even before birth. The human auditory system is functional from the third trimester on, and the loudest thing an in utero baby hears is its mother’s voice, speaking what​ever language or languages she knows. Those sounds, with their characteris​tic rhythms and phonemes, are poured straight into the baby’s brain and become comfortingly familiar.

     Of course, it isn’t easy to get inside a newborn’s mind and determine what it does and doesn’t like, but with language at least, investigators have figured out a method. The more vigorously a comfort​able, well-fed baby sucks on a pacifier, 1 the more stimulated it is by its environment. Developmental psychologist Krista 3 Byers-Heinlein of Concordia University in Montreal has used this technique to study babies 3 days old and younger. The mothers of some of the children were monolingual English speakers; the mothers of the others spoke both English and Tagalog, a language common in parts of Canada where there are high concentrations of Filipino immigrants.

  When the babies with pacifiers were played recordings from multiple languages, those with monolingual moms sucked harder only when they heard En​glish; the others perked up both at Eng​lish and at Tagalog. “You think, These babies are newborns—how can they be bilingual?” says Byers-Heinlein. “But their mothers’ voices affected their preferences.”

     That exceedingly early start on lan​guage only accelerates as it goes along. Re​search by cognitive neuroscientist Janet Werker of the University of British Colum​bia and others extended Byers-Heinlein’s work to babies who were a few months old, trying to determine if they could distin​guish between languages by sight alone, watching silent videos of adults reciting lines from The Little Prince in English and French. In this case it was eye contact— the amount of time they spent looking be​fore they got bored and looked away—that indicated their interest and recognition. From 4 to 6 months of age, babies from both monolingual English homes and bi​lingual French-English homes could tell the difference. But by 8 months, the monolinguals dropped out of the race, and only the bilinguals could manage the task.

     At Spring Lane Elementary School out​side Salt Lake City, the kids are a good deal more than 8 months old, but their brains are clearly still very language friendly. 

Utah’s program got its start in 2009 un​der then governor and later ambassador to China Jon Huntsman, the rare American political figure who is fluent in Mandarin. Huntsman argued that multilingualism in education would be increasingly essen​tial in the 21st century for students, busi​nesspeople and government officials, and while many people outside the state specu​lated that the missionary work of the Utah-based Mormon church was the real driver behind the plan, state education officials deny that. “This really was mostly about the state and millennial parents seeing the need for language training,” says Roberts.

      The program is a surprising bargain by government standards. It’s funded by the state legislature at an average of $2 million per year, plus a supplemental appropria​tion of $10,000 per school per year to buy books. With the program entering its fifth year, that means grades 1 through 4 have already been supplied, with the remain​ing grades set to be added each year as the oldest kids move along. Both students and teachers are reminded to keep the books in good enough shape that they can be reused each year. “We always tell them, ‘Take care of them, because when they’re gone, they’re gone,”’ says Carolyn Schubach, as​sociate director for advanced learning in the Granite school district.

Kids who make it through eighth grade in the language program take advanced- placement courses in ninth. For 10th through 12th-graders, the state education office is collaborating with the University of Utah and Brigham Young University to offer college-level courses. Whatever Utah is doing, it must be doing it right: so far, officials from 22 other states have dropped by to study the program with an eye to​ward launching their own.

 It’s too early to measure exactly what the lifelong benefits of early language training will be, but all of the science sug​gests that they will be considerable—and that some of the differences will be physi​cally detectable in the brains of the poly​glot kids. Research psychologist Ellen Bialystok of Toronto’s York University cites brain scans of London cabdrivers, who are celebrated for their down-to-the-last-alley knowledge of their city’s streetscape. Those scans show greater development in the regions of the brain responsible for spatial reasoning. Similar findings have turned up in the motor-control regions that govern the fingers of violinists and other musicians. Still, the cause and effect are murky here. “Does the training cause the brain changes,” Bialystok asks, “or do you select into being a cabdriver or a mu​sician because you already have a brain that’s inclined toward those skills?”

     Task 1. 
Read text 1 and say whether the statements below are TRUE (T), FALSE (F) or NOT GIVEN (NG). 

1. People who speak one language start having mental problems later than people speaking several languages.

2. Speaking just one language is regarded as a sign of poor education nowadays.

3. The speech of newborns’ mothers doesn’t influence the babies’ recognition of different languages. 

4. The books used in Utah program are in poor condition already.

5. People who know several languages are more likely to do effectively several things at a time.

6. Officials from other American states would like to start a similar program in their regions.

7. Parents of Utah want their children to find a good job in future due to their language skills.

8. People who play musical instruments have better abilities for learning languages.

9. It will be possible to see some difference in brains of bilingual children compared to the brains of monolingual ones.

   Task 2. Complete the following sentences with 1-2 words taken from Text 1.

10. Children who will take part in Utah program are chosen by means of ______________ .

11. When babies watched videos without sound, their interest and understanding of languages were expressed through the length of  _________________ .

12. Brain scans of good taxi drivers showed that areas connected with __________ were developed better.

13. It’s impossible to begin acquiring a language _________________ .

 Questions 14-25 relate to  Text 2

Text 2    Free to be Happy

	A
	       Sitting in his small two-room suite in the bricklayer house at Seventh and Market Streets in Philadelphia—he hated the flies from nearby stables and fields—Thomas Jefferson used a small wooden writing desk to draft the report of a subcommittee of the Second Continental Congress in June 1776. There were to be many edits and changes to what became known as the Declaration of Independence—far too many for the writerly and sensitive Jefferson— but the fundamental rights of man as Jefferson saw them remained consistent: the rights to life, to liberty and, crucially, to “the pursuit of happiness.”

	B
	To our eyes and ears, human equality and the liberty to build a happy life are inextricably linked in the cadences of the Declaration, and thus in America’s idea of itself. We are not talking about happiness in only the sense of good cheer or delight, though good cheer and delight are surely elements of happiness. Jefferson and his colleagues were contemplating something more comprehensive— more revolutionary, if you will. Garry Wills’ classic 1978 book on the Declaration, Inventing America, puts it well: “When Jefferson spoke of pursuing happiness,” wrote Wills, “he had nothing vague or private in mind. He meant public happiness which is measurable; which is, indeed, the test and justification of any government.”

	C
	The idea of the pursuit of happiness was ancient, yet until Philadelphia it had never been granted such pride of place in a new scheme of human government—a pride of place that put the governed, not the governors, at the center of the enterprise. Reflecting on the sources of the thinking embodied in the Declaration, Jefferson credited “the elementary books of public right, as Aristotle, Cicero, Locke, Sidney, & c.”

	D
	As with so many things, then, to understand the Declaration we have to start with Aristotle. “Happiness, then,” he wrote, “is... the end of action”—the whole point of life. Scholars have long noted that for Aristotle and the Greeks, as well as for Jefferson and the Americans, happiness was not about yellow smiley faces, self-esteem or even feelings. According to historians of happiness and of Aristotle, it was an ultimate good, worth seeking for its own sake. Given the Aristotelian insight that man is a social creature whose life finds meaning in his relation to other human beings, Jeffersonian eudaimonia—the Greek word for happiness—evokes virtue, good conduct and generous citizenship.

	E
	       As Arthur M. Schlesinger Sr. once wrote, this broad ancient understanding of happiness informed the thinking of patriots such as James Wilson (“the happiness of the society is the first law of government”) and John Adams (“the happiness of society is the end of government”). Once the Declaration of Independence was adopted and signed in the summer of 1776, the pursuit of happiness—the pursuit of the good of the whole, because the good of the whole was crucial to the genuine well-being of the individual—became part of the fabric of a young nation.

	F
	      The thinking about happiness came to American shores most directly from the work of John Locke and from Scottish-Irish philosopher Francis Hutcheson. During the Enlightenment, thinkers and politicians struggled with redefining the role of the individual in an ethos so long dominated by feudalism, autocratic religious establishments and the divine rights of kings. A key insight of the age was that reason, not revelation, should have primacy in human affairs. That sense of reason was leading Western thinkers to focus on the idea of happiness, which in Jefferson’s hands may be better understood as the pursuit of individual excellence that shapes the life of a broader community.

	G
	       Like, say, the newly emerging United States of America. Pre-Jefferson, the instructions  were explicitly expressed in the newly adopted Virginia Declaration of Rights, a document written by George Mason and very much on Jefferson’s mind in the summer of 1776. Men, wrote Mason, “are by nature equally free and independent and have certain inherent rights... namely, the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the means of acquiring and possessing property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety.” Property is often key to happiness, but Mason was thinking more broadly, drawing on the tradition of the ancients to articulate a larger scope for civic life.



	H
	  Strictly personal happiness has its own paradoxes. Experience teaches us that the more aggressively we pursue it, the harder it can be to find. (Ask Jay Gatsby, or just about any second-term President of the U.S.) Still, there are a lot more people trying to get into the U.S. than out of it. If it were the other way round, we wouldn’t be debating immigration the way we are.

	I
	     If the 18th century meaning of happiness con​noted civic responsibility, the word has occasional​ly been taken to be more about private gratification than public good. It’s really about both, but in some eras of U.S. history the private pursuit has crowded out the larger one. Consider the Gilded Age, the cul​tural excesses of the 1960s and ’70s or the material​ism so prevalent in the 1980s. Whether the issue at hand is financial ambition or personal appetite, the pursuit of happiness, properly understood, is not a license to do whatever we want whenever we want if we believe it will make us happiest right then. Hap​piness in the Greek and American traditions is as much about equanimity as it is about endorphins.

	J
	        Much is often made of the fact that Jefferson in​serted “the pursuit of happiness” in place of “prop​erty” from earlier formulations of fundamental rights. Yet property and prosperity are essential to the Jeffersonian pursuit, for economic progress has long proven a precursor of political and social liberty. As Jefferson’s friend and neighbor James Madison would say, the test is one of balance and proportion. More often than not, Americans have managed to find that balance.

	K
	       We must, therefore, be doing something right. The genius of the American experiment is the nation’s capacity to create hope in a world suffused with fear. And while we are too often more concerned with our own temporary feelings of happiness than we are with the common good, we still believe, with Jefferson, that governments are instituted to enable us to live our lives as we wish, enjoying innate liberties and freely enjoying the right to pursue happiness, which was in many ways the acme of Enlightenment ambitions for the role of politics. For Jefferson and his contemporaries — and, thankfully, for most of their successors in positions of ultimate authority—the point of public life was to enable human creativity and ingenuity and possibility, not to constrict it. 


Task 3. 

Which paragraph contains the following information from Text 2?

14. Social life should be governed by legal power rather than by religious one.

15. For an individual, it is often difficult to find happiness when he’s really eager to do it.

16. Being social creatures, happy people start behaving properly and become worthy members of the country.

17. It’s a difficult task to rank in importance financial well-being of a country and personal happiness of its citizens.

18. Historically, it’s generally been a priority for the politicians to encourage social development rather than limiting it.

19. Thomas Jefferson had to revise many times the document which later became basics of American people’s rights.

Task 4.     Choose the correct alternative to complete each statement from Text 2.

20. The chance of finding happiness was written in Jefferson’s original document instead of 

A) property

B) liberty

C) safety

D) equanimity

21. Thomas Jefferson meant in his works

A) happiness of society in general

B) happiness of individual people

C) happiness of the government

D) happiness of ancient philosophers

22. America’s achievement in terms of happiness was people’s ability to introduce __________ in a frightened world around them.

A) liberty

B) stability

C) new religion

D) hope

23. During some periods of the US history, private pursuit of happiness ___________ the public one.

A) was equal with

B) was less than

C) dominated over

D) completely eliminated

24. In Jefferson’s concept, financial issues such as property and economical well-being are

A) not significant at all

B) of secondary importance

C) very important

D) not specified

25. In the center of attention of the new American social model were placed __________. 

A) politicians

B) ordinary people

C) rich people

D) enlightened people 

Questions 26-37 relate to  Text 3                                       Text 3   Growing up on Television

       In 1964 Granada Television made a documentary entitled 7-Up, featuring fourteen seven-year-olds from startlingly different backgrounds’, sharing their thoughts, describing their feelings and revealing their hopes and dreams for the future.  Since then the programme makers have charted the lives of these individuals, broadcasting updates on their progress every seven years. David Taylor watched the latest instalment, 49-Up, with the participants now well into middle age.

       What strikes one about the 7-Uppers who still appear in the programme is that most, if not all of them, seem at last to have found happiness. The university professor, the teacher, the librarian, the barrister, the builder and the taxi driver have all had their ups and downs, yet in spite, or perhaps because of this, they appear more content with their lives than ever before, able to reflect on their experiences and better appreciate what they have achieved. For some, the process has taken a long time: ‘Now is the first time that I actually feel I happy in my own skin,’ admits a calm and composed Susie, who at 21 was visibly ill-at-ease in front of the cameras.

        Even Neil, who at 28 feared for his sanity, agrees that he now has ‘a stronger sense of purpose’. Of all those appearing in the series, Neil surely underwent the most dramatic changes, and his story represents all that is unpredictable in life. The angelic features of the seven-year-old who was going to be an astronaut and if not, a coach driver, are now rough and weathered, bearing testimony to the time he spent on the road, homeless and wandering around the west coast of Scotland. He is still without a full-time job but his political work as a member of a local district council keeps him occupied and enables him to supplement the income he receives from state benefits.

        Whilst for some participants, things did not turn out quite as they would have hoped, for others life held fewer surprises. ‘It was as if my life was mapped out for me,’ says Andrew, who at seven years old already knew the schools he would attend, the university he would study at and the profession he would follow - that of a lawyer. Andrew came from a privileged background, and although he acknowledges that the world for younger people nowadays is much more competitive and less predictable than before, his children will undoubtedly benefit from the private education his earnings have enabled him to provide for them.
        And then there’s Tony, the working-class lad from the East End of London. One of the programme’s original aims was to expose Britain’s rigid class system, but Tony is evidence that humble beginnings need not prevent one from getting on in life. His route to financial wellbeing was not the academic one that Andrew followed, but like the lawyer, he was always clear about what he wanted to do: he left school at fifteen, trained to be a jockey, and knew that if that didn’t work out, he would drive a London cab - which he does to this day. And like Andrew, he and his wife have bought a second home: not a converted barn in the English countryside, but a house in Spain, where he hopes to set up a sports bar in the near future.

      The success of the 7-Up series in America shows that the programme is perhaps more about universal truths than local class concerns, dealing with issues that all classes have to deal with such as work, relationships and families. For a number of the participants, however, it is an intrusion into their privacy. They are uncomfortable about having their lives held up to such close scrutiny, and the producer Michael Apted has to work hard every seven years to persuade them to come back on the programme.

      And most do: of the original fourteen 7-Uppers, twelve chose to appear in this latest instalment. One can only hope that they will come back for the next one, as their contributions provide a fascinating record of the human condition. ‘It’s like Big Brother,’ says John, the barrister. ‘It is actually real life TV with the added bonus that you can see people grow old, lose their hair, get fat.’

     Task 5. 
Choose the correct alternative to complete questions about Text 3.

26. The writer suggests that the participants’ experiences have influenced

A) their professional career

B) how they feel about their lives

C) their decisions

D) viewers’ opinions of them

27. The writer says that Neil’s

A) past is reflected in his face

B) work is poorly paid

C) life is very monotonous

D) physical health is better now.

28. To this project came children

       A) aged from 7 to 9 years old

B) who wanted to become celebrities on TV

C) with various communication problems

D) from very different social classes.

29. Tony is a

A) lawyer

B) coach driver

C) taxi driver

D) jockey

30. We learn that some of the participants are

A) American

B) unlikely to contribute to future   programmes

C) already elderly people

D) less than enthusiastic about appearing                                       in the series

    Task 6. 
Which person is the following information about?

 List of people

A Susie

B Andrew

C Neil

D Tony

Facts about these people

NB: You can use any letter more than once

31. has managed to buy accommodation  abroad  _____

32. in the childhood was thinking of becoming an astronaut  _____

33. had spent a period in his life wandering in Scotland _____

34. thinks that nowadays life has become more harsh and complicated than earlier _____

35. his/her children study in private educational institutions _____

36. his/her background has been no obstacle to success ______

37. has the impression that his life was carefully planned for him/her _____ 

	TRANSFER ALL YOUR ANSWERS TO YOUR ANSWER SHEET
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